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Evaluating Historical Sources Worksheet 
INSTRUCTIONS: Use the four sources (two primary, two secondary) you located for this assignment to complete this worksheet. Your four sources should focus on one specific historical topic related to economic or technological change or civil rights (based on your completion of the Week 2 Plan: Narrow Your Focus Activity). At least one of your secondary sources must be a scholarly book or journal article from the Capella Library. For each source, first provide an APA- formatted citation, as shown in the sample citation below. Double-click into the citation box to type your citation. Then answer each question about that source. Respond to questions 3–8 in complete sentences. Do not delete the questions. 

Selected issue: Engaging civil rights 
Narrowed topic: The local organizing behind the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955–1956.
 
Sample formatted citation:  
[image: Graphical user interface, text, application

Description automatically generated] 
 
 
 
Citation for Source 1: 
Robinson, J. A. G. (1987). The boycott begins. In D. J. Garrow (Ed.), The Montgomery bus boycott and the women who started it: The memoir of Jo Ann Gibson Robinson (pp. 53–76). University of Tennessee Press. https://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/maai3/protest/text5/robinsonbusboycott.pdf 
 
 
 
1. What type of source is this (primary or secondary)?  
Primary. Robinson writes as a member of the Women’s Political Council who took part in organizing the protest.
2. When was it written? 
Published in 1987, the memoir looks back at the boycott of 1955 and 1956. Robinson was therefore recalling events that had happened more than three decades earlier.
3. Why was it written? 
Robinson set out to record work that was easy to miss in accounts centered on famous ministers. In particular, she wanted the Women’s Political Council and other Black women to be recognized as organizers, not merely as supporters.
4. What is the main idea or takeaway? 
Preparation at the local level came before the public protest. Local groups had already built relationships and ways to communicate. Churches, carpools, donations, meetings, and personal contacts then helped residents sustain the boycott.
5. Was the writer present at the time of the events he or she was writing about? 
As a Montgomery resident and the Women’s Political Council’s leader, Robinson was directly involved. Printing notices, distributing them, and attending planning meetings were among the tasks she describes.
6. Does the writer seem neutral? Why/why not? 
Robinson writes in support of the boycott rather than as a detached observer. Her memory may give some people or moments more weight than others. That limitation also opens a useful view into the organizers’ own circle.
7. What are some of the key facts presented? 
The Women’s Political Council responded to Rosa Parks’s arrest by distributing notices for a one-day bus protest. Congregations supported the action, churches became organizing sites, and those at a mass meeting voted to carry on. Her recollection also captures how uncertain and closely guarded the first plan was.
8. Explain why this source is credible. 
The account contains details about identifiable people, groups, places, meetings, and choices. It was edited by civil-rights historian David J. Garrow and issued by the University of Tennessee Press. Since Robinson relied on memory after many years, a reader should compare her version with contemporary documents and other participants’ accounts.
 
Citation for Source 2: 
King, M. L., Jr. (1955, December 5). MIA mass meeting at Holt Street Baptist Church [Speech]. The Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and Education Institute, Stanford University. https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/mia-mass-meeting-holt-street-baptist-church 
 
 
 
1. What type of source is this (primary or secondary)?  
Primary. A recording and transcript preserve King’s words at the first Montgomery Improvement Association mass meeting.
2. When was it written? 
The speech was given in Montgomery on December 5, 1955, as the boycott completed its first day.
3. Why was it written? 
The immediate question for the audience was whether to keep the protest going. King asked residents to resist segregated and abusive bus service through unity, lawful conduct, and nonviolence.
4. What is the main idea or takeaway? 
King treated the protest as a moral demand grounded in citizenship. In his argument, Black residents were under no obligation to endure humiliation. Collective protest offered a way to resist injustice without hatred or violence.
5. Was the writer present at the time of the events he or she was writing about? 
Local leaders had just selected King to lead the Montgomery Improvement Association when he addressed the Holt Street gathering. Whether the boycott moved forward depended on the people listening to him.
6. Does the writer seem neutral? Why/why not? 
Neutrality was not his aim. King’s new leadership position gave him a reason to rally the crowd behind the protest. The speech’s religious, moral, and democratic appeals show the case he chose to make in public.
7. What are some of the key facts presented? 
The speech refers to Rosa Parks’s arrest and to a longer pattern of mistreatment on Montgomery buses. King describes the protesters as American citizens acting collectively within the law. He urges courage without violence and supports remaining off the buses until the city and the bus company make changes.
8. Explain why this source is credible. 
The speech was recorded as the boycott began, making it direct evidence of the movement’s early public message. Stanford University’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and Education Institute supplies the date, place, context, and archival information. King was an advocate rather than an impartial witness, but that is precisely why the speech reveals the strategy used to win support.
 
Citation for Source 3: 
Office of the Historian, U.S. House of Representatives. (n.d.). Rights and representation. https://history.house.gov/Exhibitions-and-Publications/BAIC/Historical-Essays/Keeping-the-Faith/Civil-Rights-Movement/ 
 
 
 
1. What type of source is this (primary or secondary)?  
Secondary. Historians in the House’s Office of the Historian interpret earlier events through congressional records, laws, newspapers, photographs, and published scholarship.
2. When was it written? 
The page gives no publication date. Its APA entry therefore lists “n.d.,” the abbreviation for “no date.”
 
3. Why was it written? 
This historical essay follows links among civil-rights activism, Black representation in government, and congressional action in the mid-twentieth century.
4. What is the main idea or takeaway? 
A protest that began in Montgomery gained attention across the country. The essay connects such local pressure and activist work with the efforts of Black members of Congress and the campaign for federal rights.
5. Was the writer present at the time of the events he or she was writing about? 
No eyewitness author is identified. The account was produced later from documentary evidence and historical research.
6. Does the writer seem neutral? Why/why not? 
Its tone is measured and its claims are documented, but the perspective is institutional. Because the subject is Congress and Black representatives, legislation and national politics receive more attention than neighborhood organizers or disagreements within the movement.
7. What are some of the key facts presented? 
The arrest of Rosa Parks in December 1955 helped begin a boycott of Montgomery’s segregated buses that lasted about a year. National coverage of the campaign introduced many Americans to Martin Luther King Jr., then twenty-seven. From there, the essay relates movement pressure to the Civil Rights Act of 1957 and subsequent federal action.
8. Explain why this source is credible. 
This is an official publication of the U.S. House of Representatives’ historical office. Its numbered notes point readers to congressional records, laws, newspapers, and scholarly books, allowing important claims to be checked. The source’s congressional emphasis limits its view of the movement, but it does not hide that emphasis.
 
Citation for Source 4: 
Alderman, D. H., Kingsbury, P., & Dwyer, O. J. (2013). Reexamining the Montgomery Bus Boycott: Toward an empathetic pedagogy of the Civil Rights Movement. The Professional Geographer, 65(1), 171–186. https://doi.org/10.1080/00330124.2012.658728 
 
 
 
1. What type of source is this (primary or secondary)?  
Secondary. The three authors interpret the boycott by drawing on firsthand accounts and earlier historical scholarship.
2. When was it written? 
First available online in 2012, the article appeared in the journal’s 2013 volume.
3. Why was it written? 
The article pushes back against telling the story through only a few celebrated leaders. They concentrate on movement through the city, everyday places, emotion, and sacrifice so that readers can better grasp what participation demanded.
4. What is the main idea or takeaway? 
A community-built transportation system and the persistence of ordinary residents were essential to the boycott. Leaders and court rulings mattered, but so did the daily task of crossing Montgomery without boarding a city bus.
5. Was the writer present at the time of the events he or she was writing about? 
None of the authors took part in the 1955–1956 campaign. Their account draws instead on memoirs, archival sources, and existing scholarship.
6. Does the writer seem neutral? Why/why not? 
The article is evidence-based, yet the authors openly favor an empathetic and community-centered account. That choice shifts attention toward women, local institutions, daily travel, and people often pushed to the edge of leader-centered histories.
7. What are some of the key facts presented? 
The Montgomery Improvement Association operated a free carpool with mapped pickup and dispatch stations at Black churches and businesses. Black women raised money for the system. According to the authors’ estimates, daily ridership exceeded 1,000 and the total reached roughly 200,000 trips. The system continued while its drivers and passengers dealt with surveillance, fines, arrests, and other forms of harassment.
8. Explain why this source is credible. 
University scholars wrote the article, and The Professional Geographer subjected it to peer review before publication. Their notes draw on primary accounts and established research, while the DOI gives the publication a stable record. 
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